Book, Video, and Fil m Revi ews

Disability Studies Quarterly
Sumrer 2001, Vol une 21, No. 3
pages 211-238 <www. cds. hawai i . edu>
Copyright 2001 by the Society

and by the author(s)

Al brecht, Gary L., Fitzpatrick, Ray, and Scrinmshaw, Susan
C., eds. The Handbook of Social Studies in Health and Medi ci ne.
Thousand Caks, CA: Sage Publications, 573 pages, $124.00
har dcover

Revi ewed by Kristine A. Mil horn, University of M chigan-
Flint, Flint, M.

This book is an excellent reader in nmedical sociology and
medi cal anthropology. It is up-to-date and well witten and it
provi des an in-depth investigation of significant topics in
this field. Topics required in a nedical sociology course are al

i ncluded - social construction of illness, the experience of
i1l ness, the doctor-patient relationship, and the distribution of
health and illness wthin society. It is a classic reader inits

format, but it provides a richer selection than nost readers in
soci ol ogy and each entry is buttressed by a strong literature
review, rare in readers. The text would best serve as an reader
for a graduate |evel course in nedical sociology, assum ng
students have a solid background in sociological theory and

t er m nol ogy.

A significant, unique chapter is called "The d obal
Enmergence of Disability.' Gary Al brecht and Lois Verbrugge - both
noted scholars in the field - provide a worldview of disability,
including its definitions and neasurenment, and a historical
perspective on the concept. An inportant piece for anyone
introducing the text in a sociology course is the distinction
bet ween the nedi cal nodel and the social nodel of
disability. While Al brecht introduced this distinction in his
earlier book, The Disability Business (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage
Publ i cations, 1992), this chapter is a rare part of a |arger
vol une on social studies in health and illness. As an instructor
of an undergraduate course in sociology of health and illness for
four years, | have used Rose Weitz's textbook (The Soci ol ogy
of Health, Illness, and Health Care. Bel nont, CA: Wadsworth
Publ i shi ng Conpany, 1995) because of its insightful analyses and
critical approach, but al so because the author devotes an entire
chapter to disability and chronic illness. Now, there is a new
text that will provide a quality auxiliary text and resource that
carries an appropriately extensive coverage of this inportant
t opi c.

The currency of the contents of the chapter is docunented by
t he di scussion of three inportant patterns in the study and
measurenent of disability: 1) the change in the Wrld Health



Organi zation's disability classification schene; 2) the gradual
acceptance that social factors, such as culture, political
econony, and environnment, affect our understanding of disability;
and 3) the recognition of disability as a political identity.

At ki nson, Robert. The Life Story Interview Thousand Caks,
CA: Sage Publications, 1998, 103 pages, $28.00 hardcover, $12.50
soft cover.

Revi ewed by Dona Avery, Arizona State University.

The University of Southern Mai ne boasts a departnent of
which | had not heard: The Center for the Study of Lives. It is
not associated with the Biol ogy or Psychol ogy Departnents;
rather, it is a well-kept secret that | am pleased to help
expose. Robert Atkinson, Director of the Center, has devel oped an
archival treasure that, with the help of his graduate students,
now contains nore than 300 |life stories - or "assisted
aut obi ographi es" (p. 2) - that are available to researchers in
many fields. The academ c¢ domai ns of psychol ogy, anthropol ogy,
folklore, religion, famly studies, and gerontol ogy, for
i nstance, mght draw on the narratives to denonstrate aspects of
personal identity, comrunal traditions, value systens, political
i deol ogi es, and even sociolinguistic relationships "between
| anguage and social practices, the relation of self to others,
and the creation of social identity" (p. 14).

It is that latter domain - sociolinguistics - that
personally interests nme as a rhetorician who is fascinated by our
| anguage and its social constructs of difference. | suspect that
is the reason | was asked to review Atkinson's text, The Life
Story Interview. This thin book (actually referred to as a
"paper" on the cover) is a quick read and it clearly nmakes the
poi nt that personal narratives are val uable research tools.
However, | found little of use as far as conducting the life-
story interview Atkinson cites many references for other texts
about interviewng and the narrative approach to research (e.g.,
Bruner, Erikson, Gergen and Gergen, Miurray, Rosenthal, Tonpkin),
but his own "paper" seens off the mark as an instructional guide
to interviewng. I found nmyself noddi ng, underlining, agreeing
with his praise of personal stories, but inpatiently expecting
sone suggestions on the "how to" of the interview process. Over
and over again, the author stresses the value of the "hunt" - the
life story - but postpones the actual safari, its equipnment, and
its dangers. To ny mnd, Atkinson needlessly spends the first
twenty pages (or one chapter of four) in nere description of the
trophy, while | have already donned nmy khakis and amready to
enter the jungle. A single paragraph on page 9, | feel, would
have been a nore econom cal way to begin. Atkinson wites that
t he personal narrative serves four classic functions: "bringing
us nore into accord with (a) ourselves, (b) others, (c) the
mystery of life, and (d) the universe around us. . . . A[life
story] contains synbols, notifs, and archetypes that speak to us
on a very fundanentally human | evel; they reverberate
beyond the personal and into the collective realm



[S]tories touch a center of life that we all have within us" (p.
9).

That's all | needed. But, then, | am already a devotee of
personal narrative and Atkinson's 20-page prai se-song was from a
hymmal from which |I have taught nyself. To be fair, perhaps it
takes twenty pages to persuade hard-core enpiricists that there
is quantumvalue in qualitative research. Yet, even in the
remai ning three chapters there is little nore than reiteration of
the value of life story. As far as contributing to the Bank of
Know edge the nost we get is Atkinson's claimthat his Center for
Life Study archives are |like a "safe-deposit box that we may
access to nmake deposits and withdrawal s" (p. 37). This is great,
exciting news, but why not publish a brochure instead of a
university press text?

Chapter 2, "Planning the Interview " does begin to give
i deas about interview questions (they should be open-ended), the
nunber of visits (two or three), and the duration of the visits
("an hour to an hour and a half each") (p. 24). And this sage
advice: "Listen well"™ (p. 33). The rest of the chapter seens
redundant except for conparing the interviewer to a "mdw fe" who
can draw the life story fromthe subject.

Chapter 3 is alittle nore hel pful. "Doing the Interview
suggests a couple of ways to spark the storyteller's nenory: Have
himor her draw a tine |line of key events, or make a collage from
magazi ne graphics or actual photographs.” There are ten pages of
sanpl e questions the interviewer could ask that should serve as
spri ngboards to nenory.

Chapter 4, "Interpreting the Interview " speaks a little to
the "creative relationship”" to be built between subject and
interviewer ("teacher and student") (p. 70) and to the maxi mthat
the storyteller is always "the expert and the authority and that
her/his words should never be altered" (p. 59). But do we really
need to be told to doubl e-space, punctuate, and use good
paragraph forn? That rem nder is only a small part of the
chapter, of course; the rest is, once nore, dedicated to the
value of the life-story.

The inportant parts of this book, | feel, are buried in the
jungle of justifications for the arts of storytelling and
interview ng. The author m ssed an opportunity to tal k nore about
integrity on the part of the interviewer, i.e., being true to the
storyteller's intent (nmentioned briefly in the concl usion of
Chapter 4). Atkinson m ght al so have expounded on the provocative
i ssue of power, on which he spends but a paragraph. When he asks,
"Is it true that the questions you choose to ask shape the story

that is told?," he hedges in his anbi guous answer: "I tend to
think the answer . . . [is] closer to it depends' than to "yes
or no'" (p. 75). Personally, | tend to think that volunes could

be witten about the power relationships in an interview
situation and that it is crucial that the researcher recognizes
hi s/ her own power in the interviewer role.

In the Appendi x Atkinson provides a sanple rel ease form and
a sanple life-story. He also offers a heal thy bibliography.



However, because this "paper" is disproportionately weighted to
the defense of the author's disciplinary interests, it reads, to
me, like an argunent for tenure, or, possibly, it is positioned
to attract funding or other validation for his Center for Life
Study. My recommendation is to get hold of a copy of this text,

t hen copy pages 67-68 and spend your tine reading one of the nore
enl i ghtening reference works on narratives and interview ng.

Atkinson's final line of the book, though, is bunper-sticker
worthy: "The nore we share our own stories, the closer we all
beconme.” What | would Iike to read is an account of one life-
story as it is being shared, conplete with all the questions and
all the responses evoked, and with an account of the
interviewer's decision-making process as she/ he sel ect ed,
rejected, and organi zed the usually disconnected el enents of the
several interview sessions, to shape a single, readable, coherent
narrative. Then | would like to see the storyteller's response to
the edited story: WAs neaning correctly interpreted? Is there
anything the teller would change or add? A conment on the
insights the teller gained, even as she told the story, would be
fascinating, too. That is the kind of text I would like to see
At ki nson (or soneone) offer.

Show us by exanple the ways in which stories get told, who
tells them who mght influence them and how different audi ences
receive them This kind of know edge is vitally inportant as
regards the disability community for, if it is true that "we have
entered the age of narrative" as Atkinson wites (quoting R
Jossel son on page 74), there wll be nore and nore opportunities
for our stories to be heard. Perhaps sone of themw ||l even end
up in Atkinson's archives in the Center for Life Study. But we do
need to reflect on our stories and the way they are told and
retold and we need to be aware of our interviewers' strategies
and intentions.

Attwood, Tony. Asperger's Syndrone: A CQuide for Parents and
Pr of essional s. London, Engl and: Jessica Kingsley Publishers Ltd.
(Distributed by Taylor & Francis, Inc., 47 Runway Rd., Suite G
Levi ttown, PA 19057-4700; 1-800/821-8312), 1998, 223 pages,
$18. 95 softcover.

Revi ewed by Moira W Hutchins-Fuhr, Ph.D., Santa Cruz, CA

Tony Attwood's book, Asperger's Syndronme, is an excellent,
conpr ehensi ve guide for both parents and professionals on the
topi c of Asperger's syndrone. The book includes a thorough
description of behaviors and abilities that lead to the diagnosis
of the syndrone.

Special attention and detail regardi ng expected soci al
behavi or, |anguage, interests and routines, notor clunsiness, and
cognitive and sensory sensitivity are also included. Each of
t hose chapters ends wth a handy summary of strategies to use in
inproving the individual's quality of life in regard to that
particular topic. The | ast chapter includes conplete and detail ed
answers to nost frequently asked questions about Asperger's
syndronme. The Appendi ces include specific and practical resource



materials as well as further information on diagnostic criteria.

In answering the nost frequently asked questions about
Asperger's syndrone conplicated i ssues are addressed, such as a
conpari son of Asperger's and high functioning autism the
i nci dence of depression in people with Asperger's syndrone, and
treatnent of the enotional conponents.

The book is excellent in its coverage of these issues and
recomendati ons which are pragmatic and conprehensive. Also, in
considering the etiology of the syndrone genetics, unfavorable
obstetric events and infections during pregnancy and early
infancy that affect the brain are all discussed. The author
i ncl udes many sel ections of poetry and prose witten by people
Wi th Asperger's syndrone who are particularly eloquent in
expressing their own inpressions of the worlds in which they
live, both internally and externally.

A beautiful exanple is the follow ng: "People everywhere,

[ Tal ki ng, wearing bright colours. /The talking is |Iike the
poundi ng of horses' hooves. /The bright colours are blinding,
/[ The tal king hurts nmy ears, /The bright colours hurt the eyes.
/[ Ch why can't people be quiet and wear dull colours” (D anne
Mear, 1994, p. 42).

In conclusion, this book is a sensitive and thorough
expl oration of Asperger's syndrone that includes a thoughtful
selection of strategies and materials to respectfully inprove the
quality of life for people with Asperger's syndrone and their
loving friends and famli es.

Budetti, Peter P., Burkhauser, Richard V., Gegory, Janice
M, and Hunt, H Allan, eds. Ensuring Health and Incone Security
for an Agi ng Workforce. Kalamazoo, M: WE. Upjohn Institute for
Enpl oynment Research, 2001, 529 pages, $43.00 hardcover, $25.00
soft cover.

Revi ewed by Raynond E. dazier, Ph.D., Drector, Abt
Associ ates Center for the Advancenent of Rehabilitation and
Disability Services, Canbridge, MNA

This tonme is a collection of comm ssioned papers and
comments based on a January 2000 conference on the topic convened
by the nonpartisan, nonprofit National Acadeny of Soci al
| nsurance. Anong the contributors are a nunber of stellar |abor
econom sts and ot her | eading experts. The Editors' Introduction
provi des a hel pful synopsis of the contents of each section.
Anyone consi dering adopting the book as a classroomresource text
or anyone interested in a particular topic in this general area
need only read that introduction to ascertain the collection's
useful ness to her/his particul ar purpose.

Agi ng nenbers of the baby boom generation will swell the
nunber of ol der American workers to double their current nunber
within a twenty-year span. And with advancing age, inevitably,
conmes increased |ikelihood of disability. The Workers
Conpensati on program focuses on traumatic injury and
rehabilitation and not on chronic inpairnents. Legislation and
court rulings have reduced access to Wrkers Conpensation



benefits and | owered conpensation in recent years. However, that
program unlike Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI), does
recogni ze partial disability. Thus, Wrkers Conpensation may be
hard hit by partial disability clains by greater nunbers of ol der
American workers. The | arger consequence of the aging of the U S
wor kforce is the fact that fewer and fewer workers will be paying
into the Social Security trust funds, while nore and nore
retirees will be drawi ng benefits. These are anong the policy
chal | enges that the synposiumand this resulting collection of
papers were to address.

Session | "Charting the Landscape: What Ri sks Do d der
Wor kers Face?"

There is a generally positive association between age and
work disability. Further, Burton and Spieler note that ol der
wor kers have fewer, but nore severe, work-related injuries. And a
greater percentage (15% of near-retirees (ages 55-64) approach
retirement without health insurance coverage. The policy agenda
is highly political pro-work or for incone support inprovenent.
The papers in this section are bal anced by the inclusion of
enpl oyer and | abor uni on perspectives.

Wor kers Conpensation i nconme repl acenent prograns for persons
with permanent partial disability vary by state, but are
uni formy inadequate. "Yet, conditions that are substantially
aggravated by working [e.g., back problens, the |argest category]
may be nore preval ent anong ol der workers” (p. 53). O der workers
i ncur nore permanently disabling injuries, but, wth the rise of
di sability managenent, there are even greater cost pressures to
return to work. However, "The job nobility of all disabled
workers is limted [and] aging workers with disabilities face
even greater barriers" (p. 73). Burton and Spieler foresee cost-
shifting from Wrkers Conpensation to SSDI, which brings with it
Medicare eligibility.

Nadel notes that although the preval ence of disability
appears to be falling anong ol der persons here and in other
industrialized nations, alnost a quarter "of ol der Anericans
report a disability that affects their ability to work. The SSDI
disability incidence rate anong workers aged 55-59 declined by a
third (from2.1%to 1.4% between 1975 and 1999, but this may
sinply reflect the early retirement trend" (p. 139). Nadel
exam ned the age distribution of the three | argest SSDI
di sability categories of beneficiaries. He found steady increase
i n nmuscul oskel etal system di sease for ol der beneficiaries, marked
increase in circulatory system di sease, and a nmarked decrease in
ment al di sorders by age. However, the latter is a cohort effect
reflecting changes in the SSDI all owances for younger workers and
consequent | arge nunbers of them "Not only are ol der workers
nore likely to get DI [SSDI] benefits [but] ol der workers have a
| oner tendency to return to work; once working they have a higher
tendency to stop working" (Hennessey, quoted on p. 143).

Factors that mtigate the enpl oynent and econom c risks of
di sability include acconmodati ons by one's enpl oyer, a supportive
famly, and good nedical care. But, of paranount inportance are



one's educational attainment and the changi ng nature of work
itself. Nadel opines, "The current policy response to the

i ncreased preval ence of disability anong ol der workers is to nake
it relatively easy for older workers to be awarded SSDI " (p.

158).

Haveman' s paper presents sone basic characteristics of ol der
wor kers (ages 45-65), viz., that they constitute one third of the
work force, one fifth of the unenpl oyed, and one third of the
i nsured unenpl oyed. They have | ess education, fewer skills, and
less flexibility than younger workers. Anong those within the
sub-group of ol der workers who have health problens, there is
| oner educational attainment, a higher incidence of mnority
menbers, and a greater nunber of jobs that are marginal to the
| abor market. "For many of these nore marginal ol der workers,
policy changes enacted over the past few decades have caused
econom ¢ hardshi p" (p. 165). During the prosperous 1990s there
were increasing disparities of incone and wealth.

Session Il "Job Loss: Inconme and Health I nsurance.”

Hi storically, enploynent-based health insurance has predom nated
inthe US., so access to health insurance has been inexorably
linked with job status. Not working has been an eligibility
criterion for public insurance, Medicare and Medicaid. Early
retirees, tenporary workers, and unenpl oyed persons often have no
coverage, despite COBRA provisions, prior to their

i npoveri shnent .

Chan and Stevens point out the substantial inpact of job
| oss on ol der workers' earnings, wealth, and retirenent
resources. And they note that ol der workers suffered greater job
| osses in the | ast econom c recession. Job loss has a lasting
effect on the future enpl oynent probabilities of ol der workers.
Two years after a job |l oss at age 55, nearly 20% fewer nen and
25% f ewer wonmen were working than if they were still enployed at
55. Earnings are imedi ately reduced by a third and remain 20%
| oner even six years later. Effects on pension and non-pension
weal th are conplicated, but |ess stark

The paper by Pollitz notes the health status effects of |ack
of health insurance coverage which is | ess common for the pre-
retirement (ages 55-64) cadre of Anericans than for other non-
el derly age groups. Extension of private enployer health
i nsurance coverage to retirees and their famlies is | ess conmon
than in the pre-Medicare era, though COBRA guarantees allow early
retirees to buy that coverage for alimted tine. Another health
security option for the near-elderly is the Health |Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (H PAA) which bars
di scrim nation based on pre-existing conditions or past heavy
utilization of benefits. Some state insurance reforns have gone
beyond t he HI PAA protections and sone 25 states have high-risk
pools to guarantee access to overage for the nedically
uni nsurable, with the near-elderly paying nuch higher prem uns
because of the universal practice of age rating. O der workers
and early retirees rely heavily on individual coverage which was
little affected by HI PAA



A key public policy question is whether social insurance
shoul d be reworked to provide a better safety net for ol der
wor kers, to increase work incentives, or both. In her commentary
cl osing out the second session, Swartz points out that an
i nproved safety net may have the perverse effect of encouraging
enpl oyers to dunp ol der and/or disabled workers in favor of
younger, presunptively nore productive ones.

Session |1l "Chronic Illness and Disability: Policy |Issues
for an Aging Wrk Force."

Bi ddl e, Boden, and Reville denonstrate that ol der workers
suffer nore permanently disabling injuries and that those
per manent |y di sabl ed workers have nore injury-rel ated non-
enpl oyment. Their three-state study of |osses suffered by
permanent |y di sabl ed workers found that states differ markedly in
proportion of injured workers receiving permanent disability
benefits, in fraction of |ost earnings replaced, and in degree of
targeting benefits to | osses.

The paper by Burkhauser, Daly, and Houtenville references
Nagi 's 3-stage neasure of disability, which is commonly used in
the social science literature: Pathol ogy (mal function
/disruption), Inpairnment (loss of/limt on function), and
Disability (inability or limt on social role performance). These
aut hors exam ne enpl oynent, |abor earnings, and economc well -
bei ng of non-institutionalized persons wth and w t hout
di sability using Current Popul ation Survey (CPS) data for an 11-
year period, 1987-1998. They di scerned that the CPS definition of
disability differs both from Nagi's paradigmand fromthe
Anericans with Disabilities Act (ADA) definition in that it only
considers limtations on work. G ven that fact, "the preval ence
of [CPS-defined] self-reported disability increased across al nost
every age, gender, race, and educational group between 1988 and
1999" (p. 296). The authors found a najor decline in the | abor
mar ket participation of people with disabilities during the
econom ¢ expansion of the 1990s, despite the inplenentation of
t he ADA over that decade.

Flynn's article on disability nanagenent by enpl oyers
proposes four public policy neasures to support enployer efforts
to maintain a productive workforce: 1) a seam ess, no-fault
di sability benefit systemlinking income support and return-to-
wor k services; 2) regulations that protect confidentiality of
medi cal records, but give enployers and insurers access to needed
personal information (a seem ng oxynoron); 3) enployer tax
incentives for effective disability managenent; and 4)
regul ations that pronote workplace flexibility and reward
i nnovati ve enpl oyers.

Gottlich and Nenore's commentary offers a prinmer on how to
obtain public health insurance coverage and summarizes the
Medi cai d and Medicare prograns. It then discusses current
problenms with both prograns. Wlfe's nore critical comrentary
outlines the issues and then reviews each paper's contributions
and shortcom ngs in addressing the research questions set forth.

Session IV "I's Wrking Longer and Retiring Later Possible?



Is it Desirabl e?"

Burtl ess and Quinn's paper points out that the trend toward
earlier retirenent has been declining and came to a halt in the
1980s. "Along with workers in Japan and Scandi navi a, Americans
now | eave the paid workforce |ater than workers anywhere else in
the industrialized world" (p. 411). They sense a resistance anong
ol der workers to proposals to nove up the Social Security
retirement age and a preference for the longer retirenents that
increased |life expectancy offers. G ven higher productivity
trends and the wealth of the nation, the authors think that it is
a sinple matter of choosing priorities. They seemto favor | onger
work lives and later retirenent. Rappaport discusses retirenent
trends and policies fromthe enpl oyer perspective.

In framng his discussion of increased |ife expectancy and
ability to work, Pransky | ooked at National Health Interview
Survey (NHI'S) data from 15 years, 1981-1996, conparing the pre-
retirement (ages 45-64) and post-retirenent (65-74) age groups.
He finds a greater preval ence of disabling conditions, but an
across-the-board | esser preval ence of activity limtations. O her
research that he cites shows that healthy lifestyles correlate
with greater disability-free years of life. But there is an
i nverse correl ation between negative health risk behavior and
i ncone. Thus, there is a need to stratify data by inconme level in
anal yses. Not surprisingly, "the effects of the normal aging
process may be a nmuch nore comon potential limtation to
extendi ng regul ar enploynent for nost workers than are specific
diseases. . . .[and] it appears there is nore variation in
physi cal and cognitive abilities anong ol der peopl e than anong
t he young" (p. 435).

In Ghilarducci's sunmary of and commentary on the session,
she notes that raising the normal retirenent age shortchanges
African- Anerican males as a class because their |ife expectancy
is significantly shorter, nmeaning that, on average, they coll ect
fewer dollar benefits over a shorter period. However, her
inplicit assunption (not denonstrated) seens to be that the | ower
average |life expectancy of Black nmales is a reduction of post-
retirement years and not related to substantial early nortality.

Ghi | arducci nicely sumari zes six specific proposals of the
Burtl ess and Qui nn paper and then identifies the wi nners and
| osers fromthat set of recommendations for Social Security
reformraising the normal retirenment age. The wi nners: enpl oyers
and hi gher-inconme ol der workers. The | osers: blue-collar workers,
m ddl e-cl ass workers, older wonen, and workers of all ages (a
| arger | abor force depresses wages).

Session V "Filling Gaps in Health Coverage: Sharing
Responsibilities and Costs."

The paper by N chols comments that the 45-54 and 55-64 age
cohorts are the nost likely non-elderly groups to have health
i nsurance coverage and that people 65 and over have Medi care.
Thus, children and their parents are the at-risk segnent of
society in health insurance terns. Neverthel ess, the financial
ri sk of non-insurance is great for the pre-Mdicare 55-64 group



because of their aging and their general health status. Wthin

t hat cohort, | ower incone and poorer health status persons, pre-
disability, are nost at risk (17% of the 55-64 age group). There
are two trends that aggravate the situation: the aging of the
baby- boonmer generation and the decline in enployer-sponsored
retiree health insurance. Based on simulation outcones for

vari ous proposed policy changes, Nichols offers four options for
filling the health insurance gap for 55-64-year-olds: 1) a COBRA
ext ensi ons nmandate (creates enpl oyer burden, would | ower wages),
2) public program expansi ons of Medicaid (would raise state cost-
sharing) and Medicare (would raise federal taxes), 3) tax credits
(does not help the poor), and 4) direct federal subsidies
(Congressional support for this new entitlenent is |acking).

Choll et points out in her coomentary that "ol der wonen are
less likely to have health insurance coverage than they were a
decade ago" (p. 477). Her assessnent of Ni chols' proposals finds
themattractive but lacking in social equity. She argues that the
Hl PAA nodel, though flawed, is a reasonabl e one.

McArdl e, commenting fromthe enpl oyer perspective, argues
agai nst enpl oyer mandates, finds fault with tax credits,
considers COBRA's adm nistrative burden on enpl oyers unacceptably
hi gh, thinks retiree health coverage unrealistic, then offers
sone conpl ex proposals of his own.

Row and, in her commentary, argues for inproving public
health insurance prograns for all age groups. For exanple, she
woul d have federally nmandated Medi caid coverage to elimnate
state-to-state variation and she would extend it to a broader
| ower income popul ation building on the success of the federally
mandat ed, state operated Children's Health |Insurance Program
(CH P)

Corker, Mairian. Deaf and D sabl ed, or Deaf ness Di sabl ed?:
Towar ds a Human Ri ghts Perspective. Bucki ngham England: Open
University Press (Distributed by Taylor & Francis, Inc., 47
Runway Rd., Suite G Levittown, PA 19057-4700; 1-800/821-8312),
1998, 175 pages, $25.95 softcover.

Revi ewed by, Dr. H- Dirksen L. Baunman, Associ ate Professor
Deaf Studies, Gallaudet University.

Among the first of its kind to forge connecti ons between
Deaf Studies, Disability Studies, and postnodern theory, Corker's
book is no Iight sumer reading. Her conplex, sinuous |ine of
thinking ultimately |inks deconstruction, epistenology, and
postnodern identity construction with | egislation, counseling,
and early education practices.

The inpetus for Corker's argunent is the vexing relationship
between culturally Deaf and disability rights groups. (Note: The
capitalized Deaf refers to the linguistic and cultural identity.)
The historic and current inpasse, according to Corker, derives
fromessentialist positions which result inlimted identity
constructions based on either/or thinking practices: either you
are di sabl ed or non-di sabl ed, hearing inpaired or Deaf. Instead,
Cor ker espouses a postnoderni st approach that accounts for



mul ti ple, contradictory, and dynam c identity constructions not
allowed within an essentialist dichotony. Deaf and disabl ed
peopl e shoul d be encouraged to see that their fragnentation only
serves to deepen the abl eist oppression that affects both groups.
By the end of the book, it beconmes apparent that Corker is
essentially searching for a new category that accounts for those
like herself: she is neither culturally Deaf nor has she
internalized the values of a hearing, phonocentric society.
| nstead, she is a deaf advocate for human rights for all those
subj ected to oppression based on bodily difference and, for that
matter, all those subjected to any and all forns of oppression.

Deaf and Disabled stands to incite new critical debate into
this perennially thorny relationship. Wiile many culturally Deaf
activists may take issue with Corker's criticismof the Deaf
agenda, at the very least it stands to deepen their awareness of
their own position - and, in so doing, actually draws the two
groups together into a lively interrogation of the sinultaneous
oppression that affects them both.

But, to date, Corker's text has yet to incite such worthy
di scussi on anong Deaf activists in the United States, perhaps
because it remains accessible only to those fluent in postnodern
theory. Her thinking is theoretically sharp, but her witing
dense. lronically, Corker advocates for broad political
emanci patory work, and, yet, her text is targeted to a highly
speci fic audi ence. Perhaps realizing this, Corker attenpts to
i ntroduce postnoderni st concepts through bold key words, graphs,
none of which are as particularly illum nating as one woul d hope.

But for those who do read it, it is our job to join Corker's
sharp questioning and to carry the consequences of such critique
to the real ns of education, psychology, and law. In short, this
is a book to be reckoned with, and the task is well worth it.

Crutchfield, Susan, and Epstein, Marcy, eds. Points of
Contact: Disability, Art, and Culture. Ann Arbor, M: The
Uni versity of M chigan Press, 2000, 307 pages, $47.50 hardcover,
$17. 95 softcover.

Revi ewed by Adel e Gorelick, Washington, DC

Points of Contact is a book in the University of M chigan
series edited by David T. Mtchell and Sharon L. Snyder titled
Corporealities: Discourses on Disability. It provides "multiple
points of entry into the study of disability" and "nyriad
opportunities for understanding how disability perneates our
i ndividual lives as well as our collective social and artistic
life" (Note to Teachers and Students, p. vii).

M ndf ul of recent devel opnents such as the design of the FDR
Menorial, the activities of ADAPT, the National Federation of the
Blind and Di sney Studios' M. Mgoo, of Christopher Reeve, of
Share a Smle Becky (Mattel's wheel chair-using friend of best-
selling Barbie), and the explosion of conferences and web sites,
the editors have coll ected essays, poens, and stories that afford
an assessnment of disability as an aesthetic, political, and
cul tural idea.



The material they present explores the condition of
di sability, which, they note, "rests both in identity and in a
conpl ex set of social relations that can affect many people, if
not all, and all sentient life" (p. 9).

By expandi ng the concept of identity and disability,
Crutchfield and Epstein offer us an "invitation to read the world
afresh fromthe broadest spectrumof artistic life" (p. 19). The
entries speak for thensel ves. What the editors have done, in a
not abl e, masterful way, is sequence each work in a conscious,
careful continuum where the issues raised in one lead naturally
to the next selection, as if a course were being taught or a |l ong
conversation taking place by a skillful teacher/facilitator.

What better way to design an anthol ogy, not by al phabet or
subj ect but by segue!

We start with a powerful outrage: "My Wthered Linb" by
Tobin Siebers, who describes ridicule, solitude. He rem nds us
that Darwin found that the unfit die when they are made visible
to the predator (p. 24). "I amnot |ike any of you, and | don't
want to be like any of them | amwho | am | amny wthered
linmb," he concludes (p. 30).

In the "voice of an oppressed mnority" (p. 31), Joseph
Gigely reacts to an art show presenting the responses of blind
peopl e to the question of what their imge of beauty is. The
coment s, photographs, and Gigely's postcards to the artist are
on the mark: "Wy have you transcribed the voices of the blind
into a nediumto which they do not have access?" (p. 36).

Post cards! Returni ng what has been taken! A nost effective
medi um

Poetry follows, but it is not gentle relief. A later poem
gives us the unique view of a prosthesis nmaker. Then, next,
anot her surprise: FDR must be considered, but juxtaposed with
Wl f gang Schaubl e' s canpai gn for Chancellor in Germany ("Ein
Kruppel als Kanzler?" - "A cripple as Chancellor?" reads the
cover of Stern magazi ne). Another stroke of editorial genius.

And what of theatre? New voices are explored in Victoria Ann
Lews's "The Dramaturgy of Disability." Perhaps they say it best:
The tragedy of disability is not individual but societal. The
| oss is outside the individual where a culture denies potenti al
resource through architectural and attitudinal barriers.

I f you do not know Susan Nussbaum or Cheryl Marie Wade or
John Bel |l uso, or perfornmances such as "Tell Theml'ma Mermaid,"

"Musugani snpo, " or "Staring Back," there are several exanples of
"crip hunor to get you started.™

The next piece, Stephen Dixon's "The Mditor Cart," does not
| ook like a play, or a poem or anything but one | ong paragraph,
but it is not traditional prose as it continues the exploration
of lives with disabilities.

"I'n your face" are Eli Clare's poem answering a question
from"curious people who ask . . ." and Reginal d Shepherd's
"“About a Boy." Not so the poem by Brooke Horvath, "Reading "The
G ngerbread Man' with My Daughter." Al so poignant, but also funny
is Dallas Webe's piece on forgetful ness. The effects of fetal



al cohol syndrone are next brought hone clearly and graphically:
"I'n Native tradition we decide things by how they wll affect

peopl e seven generations fromnow. | ama warrior, and | need to
protect the seventh generation of all peoples against al cohol”
(p. 149).

In case Joseph Grigeley's postcards are still echoing in

your mnd, "Letters to Helen," Georgina Kleege' s response to
Hel en Keller's "inquisition regarding a fal se accusati on of
pl agi ari sm (Mark Twain call ed the panel a bunch of "decayed
turnips,'" p. 150), stretches the nmediumstill farther and
equally powerfully. Also in newterritory, Sarah Ruden addresses
life and art and pre-nenstrual syndrone.

Still in the fearless node, "The Beauty and the Freak" gives
a cultural analytical spin to a consideration of bathing
beauti es, Siamese twins, and the spectator of their displays. An
essay on the making of the disability docunmentary "Vital Signs:
Crip Culture Tal ks Back" covers such stars as Anne Finger, Julia
Trahan, Kenny Fries, Cheryl Mrie Wade, Elizabeth Care, Harlan
Hahn, Brad Rothbart ("enthroned"), Bob DeFelice ("Cripples' have
class.” It sounds like Victorian back bedroons. | like that. It's
got nystery), Mary Duffy ("ny body was the way it was supposed to
be. It was right for me, as well as being whole, conplete and
functional"), Carol GII, Carrie Sandahl, Sim Linton, and good
old Shirley Tenple in the filmHeidi ("I should think you could
wal k if you wanted to enough - why don't you try!") (pp. 197-217)

The denouenent includes nore strong poetry, |ife endings,
identity, roles, and Christopher Reeve's father ("disabled
relative - husband of a deaf novelist-professor”). The book
cl oses, appropriately, with "Eclipse,"” a description and sanpling
of Bell Gale Chevigny's theater workshop. It starts and ends with
bonmbar dnents of questions: "Wen you go to heaven, will your |eg
be waiting for you?" "Do you cry when you go to the ballet?" (p.
263) "lIs there a telethon for that?" (p. 281). Like any good
teacher or witer, the editors pull threads through ("If you
really wanted to wal k, don't you think you coul d?" [p. 263] -
remenber Shirley Tenple? O Eli Care's poem"To the Curious
Peopl e Who Ask, “What Do Your Trenors Feel Like?'" [p. 119]).

Poi nts of Contact does what a good ant hol ogy shoul d do- -
explores, infornms, and invites to expand.

Doyal , Lesley, ed. Wnen and Health Services: An Agenda for
Change. Bucki ngham Engl and: Open University Press (D stributed
by Taylor & Francis, Inc., 47 Runway Rd., Suite G Levittown, PA
19057-4700; 1-800/821-8312), 1998, 272 pages, $26.95 softcover.

Revi ewed by Linda R Mna, Ph.D., Visiting Assistant
Prof essor, Pacific G aduate School of Psychol ogy, Palo Alto, CA

Wnen's health i ssues have been noving increasingly to a
hi gher priority level on the nedical services agenda for the past
15 years. However, specific information about theoretical
expl anati ons and best practices nodels have been a bit |ess
evident. Whnen and Health Services presents both conceptual and
practical information about wonen's health services in the United



Ki ngdom Diversity issues, including ethnicity, socioeconomc
status, aging, and specific health-related conditions, are
addressed. Al though disability is not explored in a general sense
t hroughout this text, inplications can be drawn fromthe chapters
focusi ng on specific nedical conditions (i.e., psychiatric

di sability, coronary heart disease, breast cancer). This book is
an interesting blend of theory, practice nodels, and case

exanpl es.

Chapters within this book are organi zed around two thenes -
wonen and health service: the case for change and principles into
practice. The first section exam nes topics at a theoretical
| evel including poverty, reproductive health needs across the
life span, health and aging, health needs of mnority ethnic
communi ties, psychiatric services for wonen, gender and the
treatment of heart disease, and wonen and snoking. The latter
hal f of the book actually describes practice nodels and the
out cone data on the effectiveness of treatnment paradigns. Wthin
t hese proposed paraneters, the chapters are well organi zed and
interesting to read.

Readers may initially question the degree to which this book
furthers our understanding of Disability Studies. G ven that
health services are often an inportant and necessary part of the
disability experience, much of the information put forth is
useful for broadening the knowl edge base of the lives of wonen
with disabilities. Even though information on health services for
people with disabilities is organized by type of disability, and,
thus, seens a bit nedically focused, useful data is presented
that can be applied across disability lines. In fact, it may be
far too difficult to tackle a broad chapter on the disability
experience given that health services nodels vary greatly
dependi ng on the presenting condition.

Overall, this book is a good foundation for the needed
exam nation of health-related services for wonen. This piece was
witten three years ago, and, thus, the reader nust keep in mnd
that updated information in this field is nost |likely avail abl e.
The reader is also rem nded that the information in this text is
based primarily on work conpleted in the United Kingdom It is
wondered how this information and these practice nodels m ght
translate to other countries. Scholars of Disability Studies may
find this book hel pful when teaching students about the
i ntersections anong gender, health, disability, and access to
services. In summary, this book is recomended as an initial step
toward exam ning health services for diverse wonen, including
wonmen with disabilities. Academi cs in public policy, public
heal t h, social work, sociol ogy, nedical anthropol ogy, and
psychol ogy may be nost interested in this work.

Gatchel, Robert J., and Turk, Dennis. C., eds. Psychosoci al
Factors in Pain: Critical Perspectives. New York, NY: The
Quil ford Press, 1999, 528 pages, $60.00 hardcover.

Revi ewed by Hanoch Livneh, Rehabilitation Counseling
Program Portland State University, Portland, OR



The rol e played by psychosocial factors in producing,

i nfluenci ng, maintaining, and magni fying the experience of pain
has been the subject of much clinical, theoretical, and enpiri cal
i nvestigation during the past 40 years. In their book, Gatchel
and Turk have succeeded in providing the reader with a
conprehensive review of the current state of the art on the

bi opsychosoci al context and clinical managenent perspectives of
pai n.

The review is organized into three broad sections. Part |
focuses on the various biopsychosocial contexts underlying the
experience of pain (e.g., biobehavioral, personality and
psychopat hol ogy, enotional, developnental). Part Il is geared
toward review ng the nost preval ent pain syndronmes and the
popul ations affected by them (e.g., acute pain, |ow back pain,
fibromyal gia, cancer pain). Part Il1l concludes the vol une by
addressing a variety of issues relating to the prevention and
managenent of pain (e.g., coping with pain, pain managenent in
primary care, famly therapy for chronic pain sufferers,
eval uation of treatnent effectiveness).

The major strengths of this edited volune, in addition to
containing contributions fromwell-recognized | eaders in the
field of pain assessnent and nmanagenent, include the foll ow ng:
(a) material organized into well-structured topical domains, (b)
an encycl opedic breadth of |isted references, and (c) an expertly
produced bal ance of theoretical perspectives, assessnent
procedures, clinical and nanagenent approaches, and enpiri cal
findings on the psychosocial facets of the pain experience.

This otherw se excellent contribution to the field of pain
studies is beset by occasional heavy reliance on the techni cal
use of nedical and anatom cal term nol ogy that nost psychol ogists
and ot her non-nedically trained professionals, such as vocati onal
rehabilitation counselors and social workers, may find difficult
to follow Also, the inclusion of a few popul ations of pain
sufferers (e.g., irritable bowel syndrone, herpes zoster) at the
expense of others (e.g., cardiac conditions, spinal cord
injuries) is somewhat puzzling. These m nor issues, however,
shoul d not deter readers who are interested in gaining better
under st andi ng and appreci ation of the bi opsychosocial aspects of
pain fromgiving this remarkable volune their full attention

ol dberg, David, and Thornicroft, G aham eds. Mental Health
in Future Cities. East Sussex, UK. Psychol ogy Press Ltd., 1998,
290 pages, $59.95 hardcover

Revi ewed by Barbara G anger and Pete Bragg, Matrix Research
Institute, Philadel phia, PA

This anbitious, dense, and well-witten, if somewhat
i nconsi stently reported, nonograph takes a point-in-tinme (1997,
as a part of an international conference in London) snapshot of
ment al health services good practices from1l cities worl dw de,
nmostly nmedi um sized to small er popul ati on-wi se (London and Tehran
being the largest included). Unfortunately, several vital pieces
of the world's imense and oft-tinmes confounding nental health



puzzle are overl ooked in the information reported starting with
the continent of Africa not being represented by a single city
report nor the country of China! Another concern is the book's
focus on a top-down nedi cal nodel approach to provision of
services with mnimal awareness of the viability of recovery,
communi ty-based rehabilitation services, or the inportance of
advocacy or rights of people with psychiatric disabilities. Wile
t he conference planners and the proceedi ngs note the inportance
of users being involved in workshops as a part of the conference,
we found that their coments are primarily segregated within
Chapter 13 which is devoted to their messages - all of five
pages, by far the shortest chapter in the book.

These om ssions signal the effort falling short of its
i nt ended conprehensi ve scope. However, there is much in the
nmonograph that is interesting in the particular instances of each
city's efforts to gather the local forces to forge a tabl eau of
vi abl e nmental health policies, services, and proactivities. In
addition, there is nmuch to conpare and contrast in the open-ended
congl onerati on of approaches in the way each city reported its
stories and statistics. For exanple, only three cities - Verona,
Madi son, and Baltinore - reported having much in the way of
psychosoci al rehabilitation services or peer self-help services
firmy in place. Also, Chapter 14, Overview and Energi ng Thenes,
captures sone sense of the conplexity and difficulty of trying to
distill the information presented into generalizabl e purposes for
use as a background to inprove nental health policies and
practices in the city in which you live, whether now or in the
future.

Gottheil, Edward, and Stimmel, Barry, eds. Effects of
Subst ance Abuse Treatnent on Al DS R sk Behavi ors. Bi nghanton, NY:
The Haworth Medi cal Press, 1998, 142 pages, $39.95 hardcover,
$24. 95 hardcover text (5+ copies).

Revi ewed by Betsy Johnsen, AIDS Legal Referral Panel, San
Franci sco, CA

The vast majority of research on addictive di seases deal s
either wwth their causation or with treatnent outconmes. Sone al so
study the effects of substance abuse on other public health
probl enms. But no current nethodol ogy exists to study how t he
treatnent nmethod itself affects public health. This book | ooks at
that issue in the context of covering one of the nost intractable
public health problens: H 'V and AI DS transm ssion.

The | ack of research neans that few epidem ol ogi cal tools
exi st to encourage new studi es and conparing data secondhand from
other studies is difficult. This book's editor, Dr. Edward
Gottheil, and the authors of the seven papers printed here have
begun creating a valuable tool to assess H V risk prevention.

First, the authors offer necessary background on how
different drugs and their usage patterns change the risk of
contracting H V/ AIDS. Popul ar opinion and nost statistics | have
seen only relate drug-related H V/AIDS transm ssion to
i ntravenous drug use, usually with opiates or nethanphetam ne.



But the risk of getting H'V also increases markedly with using
drugs that stinulate sexual activity, often leading to extrenely
unsaf e sex.

But, besides which drug is taken, the |ocation of drug use
al so affects risk. Do I DUs share needles in shooting galleries or
only with friends and famly nmenbers (an unfriendly concept in
itself)? Is a sex worker the basis of risk? Denographics of the
drug abuser, whether a minority or whether in a rural setting,
for instance, also matter when considering HV transm ssion ri sk.
Wth such a wide range of contexts, prinmary treatnment outcones
t hensel ves are difficult to conpare. What works in New York may
not work in Fresno. But conmparing risk reduction is even nore
difficult.

Here the book makes an outstanding contribution as the
authors start to devel op the epidem ol ogical tools to study these
conparisons. This book is inportant for researchers who directly
study treatnment nodes and their inpact on risk reduction. But it
also will interest those who are establishing research projects
on primary objectives of decreasing drug abuse.

There are several surprising exanples of how the primry and
secondary effects of treatnent nmay differ. Sex workers who go
t hrough treatnment may not decrease their anmount of drugs, but are
anong the nost receptive to decreasing H 'V transm ssion risk.

O her exanpl es exi st where simlar drug abusers have a w de range
of risk reduction depending on the node of treatnent. The authors
hope this book will stinulate others to consider these factors
when designing future drug studies.

Huber, Jeffrey T., and G llaspy, Mary L. Encycl opedic
Di ctionary of AlIDS-Rel ated Term nol ogy. New York, NY: The Haworth
| nformati on Press, 2000, 252 pages, $59.95 hardcover, $24.95
sof t cover.

Reviewed by J. Gary Linn, Ph.D., School of Nursing,
Tennessee State University, Nashville, TN.

As we enter the new mllennium the H'V epidem c continues
to expand worl dwi de. Over eleven mllion deaths can be attributed
to AIDS since it was first diagnosed over twenty years ago and
there are currently about forty mllion people who have the virus
wth an estimated 16,000 new i nfections occurring per day. Even
in the United States, which annually budgets hundreds of mllions
of dollars for HV prevention prograns, the nunber of new
i nfected persons renmains constant at approxi mately 40, 000 per
year. In the past six years, deaths from AI DS have slowed in
countries with wi de access to the new antiretroviral therapies,
but neither a cure nor an effective vaccine is on the horizon.

The nonmencl ature related to the acquired i mmunodefici ency
syndronme (AIDS) and the human i munodeficiency virus (HV)
continues to grow as a function of the rapid production of
i nformati on about the epidem c. Together with existing scientific
terms, the pandem c has generated its own | anguage. The purpose
of this book is to specify commonly accepted definitions for the
various words and phrases used in discussions of the



interdisciplinary facets of the pandem c. Since H V/ Al DS
enconpasses nedical, legal, social, psychological, and religious
i ssues, the conplexity of the verbiage associated with it is

I ncreasi ng.

The Encycl opedic Dictionary of AlDS-Rel ated Term nol ogy
of fers an al phabetical |ist and definitions of key words, nanes,
and phrases frequently found in discourse about H V/ Al DS. The
conpendi um i ncl udes abbrevi ations, acronyns, historical phrases,
medi cal term nol ogy, pharnmacol ogi cal therapies, |eading
organi zations and institutions, and AIDS ill ness-specific sources
of information. Anniversaries, case studies, telephone nunbers,
and web sites are offered if appropriate and avail abl e.

Because HI V/ Al DS t ouches on many conpl ex issues froma w de
range of disciplines, and, given that the epidemc is in a
continual state of change, this book should not be seen as a
conplete listing of all terms, sources of information, and
organi zations related to the epidemc. Alternatively, it should
be viewed as a description of the typical verbiage included in
di scourse of AIDS and H V.

Wi | e Huber and Gl laspy's dictionary should satisfy the
| ayman or generalist searching for concise definitions of
i nportant H V/ AIDS associated terns, it nay di sappoint the
medi cal or health profession specialist in search of in-depth
expl anations. For instance, highly active antiretroviral therapy
(HAART), which over the past six or seven years has
revol utionized the treatnment of AIDS, receives three terse |ines.
This work woul d al so benefit froma subject index despite the
al phabetical listing of terns. Neverthel ess, Huber and G Il aspy's
book is a very useful tool for individuals beginning to work in
clinical, social service, research, and/or education roles
related to H V/ Al DS.

Krentz, Christopher, ed. A Mghty Change: An Anthol ogy of
Deaf Anerican Witing, 1816-1864. Washington, DC. Gal | audet
Uni versity Press, 2000, 276 pages, $45.00 hardcover, $24.95
soft cover.

Revi ewed by Dougl as Baynt on, Departnent of History,
University of | owa.

Gal | audet University Press recently inaugurated a new
series, Gallaudet Cassics in Deaf Studies, wth the m ssion of
returning to print historically significant witings on Deaf
culture. In this second publication in the series, Christopher
Krentz has gathered original witings and speeches by deaf
Anericans beginning with Laurent Clerc's 1816 journal entries
during his voyage to Anerica to co-found the first pernmanent
school for the deaf in the United States and ending in 1864 with
John Carlin and O erc speaking at the dedication of the National
Deaf - Mute Col | ege (now Gal | audet University). As the title of the
book rem nds us, quoting a deaf man in the 1860s, this was a
period of a remarkable and "m ghty change for deaf Anericans.”

The collection is nodest inits range with the witings of



about a dozen deaf people selected for their literary qualities
as well as their historical significance. As Krentz points out in
his introduction, the witers represent only that mnority within
the deaf community who find witten English a congeni al node of
expression. Nevertheless, there is gold here for anyone with an
interest in deaf history. Having in one place the extraordinary
1850s debate between J.J. Flournoy, Edmund Booth, and others on

t he question of whether deaf Anericans ought to seek the
establishment of a deaf state is worth the price of the book in
itself.

In addition, Krentz has witten a fine introductory essay to
put the selections into historical context, as well as a brief
introduction to each chapter, and textual notes to el ucidate
obscure references or to el aborate points of interest. Teachers
of Deaf or Disability Studies will find the book useful for their
under gr aduat e courses and no schol ar of Deaf history or
literature will want to be without a copy on the shelf.

Leavitt, Ronnie Linda, ed. Cross-cultural Rehabilitation: An
| nt ernati onal Perspective. Philadel phia, PA: WB. Saunders, 1999,
425 pages, $41.95 softcover

Revi ewed by Sheil a Saravanabhavan, Ed.D., Virginia State
University, Petersburg, VA

Wth disability existing in all societies throughout the
worl d, the need for greater cultural conpetence and cul tural
proficiency anong health educators and health practitioners is
crucial. This book argues for an energing subspecialty wthin the
fields of rehabilitation medicine and nedi cal anthropol ogy -that
is, the field of cross-cultural and international rehabilitation.
The strength of the book lies in its enbodyi ng phil osophy - the
shift fromethnocentricismto cultural pluralismwhich is the
order of the day. It is no |longer feasible to work within one's
cultural mlieu. The tine is here and now for health educators
and health practitioners to devel op an awareness of the nmacro-
and mcro-cultures in which their clients live, and to |l earn the
skills needed to interact with the culturally and linguistically
di verse client popul ation. The enphasis on cultural pluralism
makes it inperative for rehabilitation professionals to share a
know edge base about the sociocultural domains of their clients.

The purpose of the book is to provide in a single volune a
conpr ehensi ve overview of the issues of cross-cultural
rehabilitation. This is successfully achieved within the five
sections of which the book is conposed. The contributors to the
book cone from various disciplines across the world nmaking the
volunme truly international and cross-cultural. Each author
i nforms, convinces, and encourages the use of cultural conpetence
by health educators and health practitioners.

Section One, The Theoretical Basis for Devel oping Cul tural
Conpet ence, focuses on cross-cultural attitudes toward
i ndividuals with disabilities and on the need to understand
cultural perspectives in order to achieve a nore successful
t her apeutic outcone. Section Two explores topics that facilitate



readers' appreciation of the practice of cross-cultural
rehabilitation and research related to it. This section
incorporates a vision for the future as it introduces a universal
nmodel of di sabl enent that can be applied across all cultures and
soci al systens. Section Three offers insights into disability
and/or rehabilitation across different cultures in the world. The
section includes ethnographic case reports and personal
narratives and it discusses how disability is perceived in
different cultures and how the identities of individuals with
disabilities are influenced by the specific contexts to which

t hey bel ong. Hence, know edge of sociocultural environments is an
essential conponent of effective rehabilitation services. Section
Four provides exanples of qualitative and quantitative research
that can aid in the devel opnment of cultural conpetence by

i ncreasi ng the understandi ng of particular popul ati ons. Section
Five is a fitting conclusion to all the ideas discussed in the
previ ous four sections. This section suggests specific ideas and
approaches to facilitate cultural conpetence and it highlights
the theme of this publication: that the concept, nature, and
experience of disability is rooted in culture. Wen disability is
viewed within a sociocultural context there is raised

consci ousness on the part of the rehabilitation professionals to
provi de nore neani ngful services to individuals with

di sabilities.

A special feature in the book deserves nention. On the left
hand side at the beginning of each chapter, the chapter contents
are given highlighting the key points of information. The book is
divided into five sections and all of them conpl enent and
reinforce the ideas in each section. Evident in all the five
sections are conpelling reasons why cultural proficiency and
cul tural conpetence should be utilized when rehabilitation
professionals interact with their clients. The book is one of its
kind in an area in which few have been published. The book is a
distinct contribution to the field of disability in general and
to rehabilitation in particular. The editor's major concern is to
enphasi ze rehabilitation within a nulticultural process; in so
doing, the individual with the disability is enpowered and the
prof essional plays the role of a proactive and sensitive service
provi der.

MIller, Lynda, and Newbill, Chris. Section 504 in the
Cl assroom How to Design and | npl ement Accomobdati on Pl ans.
Austin, TX: PRO-ED, 1998, 126 pages, $29.00 softcover (i ncluding
25 copies of Section 504 Planning Form.

Revi ewed by Valerie F. Lava, Long Island University -

Br ookl yn Canpus, Departnent of Teachi ng and Learni ng.

Know edge of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
is inperative for anyone interested in providing an appropriate
education for all students in general education classroons.
Section 504 is being rediscovered at the sane tinme that the
i ncl usi ve schooling novenent is gaining nonentum | nclusive
education and Section 504 are phil osophically conpatible. Section



504 has | ong been overshadowed by the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), federal |egislation mandating
gui del i nes and procedures for educating students with
disabilities. Currently, IDEAis at the core of the special
education service delivery systemand, therefore, famliar to
professionals and famlies. In their book, Section 504 in the

Cl assroom How to Design and | npl ement Accomobdati on Pl ans,

M Il er and Newbill describe Section 504 as largely forgotten, but
t hey advocate for its reenergence to supplenent and broaden
avai |l abl e resources for students experiencing problens in school.

The strength of this book lies in the thoughtful vignettes
describing a variety of students who could benefit froma Section
504 Plan. Students with disabilities such as ADHD and | earni ng
and behavi oral problens, as well as a student experiencing acute
depression follow ng the death of a parent, and another who could
not concentrate on her school work in the wake of the famly's
house burning down, were sone of the candidates eligible for a
Section 504 Plan. The book provides detail ed sanples of Section
504 plans that specifically address the needs of the students
described in the vignettes. The authors' philosophy of
educati onal caring and their enphasis on student strengths
perneate the entire book. Diagranms and charts are used to clarify
the simlarities and differences between | DEA and Section 504.
The book is concise and readabl e, incorporating conprehensive
informati on on the process, policies, and procedures related to
the inplenmentation of Section 504.

CGeneral education and special education teachers, faculty
and students of teacher education prograns, advocates, school
district personnel, policy makers, and students who qualify for
Section 504 protection and their famly nmenbers wll be
interested in reading this book, if only to "realize the
possibilities 504 offers" (p. vii). However, upon reading the
book, the possibilities along wwth the limtations of the statute
becone gl aringly apparent and one nmay conclude that Section 504
is in need of reauthorization to clarify |anguage and strengthen
provi sions thereby maximzing its full potential.

Peters, Cynthia L. Deaf Anerican Literature: From Carnival
to the Canon. Washington, DC. Gall audet University Press, 2000,
232 pages, $55.00 hardcover.

Revi ewed by Paul Preston, Through the Looking 4 ass,
Nat i onal Resource Center for Parents with Disabilities, Berkeley,
CA.

Addr essi ng skeptics and the uninformed, author Cynthia
Pet ers opens her book by asking: Is There Really Such a Thing as
Deaf American Literature? Peters' book not only answers the
guestion with a resounding Yes! - but nore inportantly critically
exam nes Western literary assunptions that typically rel egate
non-text sources to incidental or inferior status.

Peters surveys a wi de range of rhetorical forns and
traditions generated by American Deaf authors including works
performed in ASL, English texts with Deaf thenes, and innovative



hybrids of the two. Peters establishes Deaf literature within
storytelling traditions of oral cultures (orature). She explores
how a fundanental ly visual culture, although intrinsically Iinked
to the dom nant Hearing world, expresses and invents its own
literary canon. Deaf literature is notable not only for its
linguistic difference from English and sound-based texts. These
works reflect significant cultural aspects of the Deaf community.
In contrast to the linearity and fixed nature of nost text-based
literature (viewed by many Deaf readers as "neani ngl ess,

i npersonal and lifeless,"” p. 84), Deaf orature is imedi ate,
interactive, and evanescent, and, al nost always, a comrunal
experi ence.

A central image throughout the book is that of the Carnival -
-face-to-face gatherings that are enblematic of the Deaf
community's "transgressions and playfulness, filled with
festivity and exuberance" (p. 22). \Wether in |ocal Deaf clubs or
| arge national neetings, Deaf gatherings frequently include
storytelling in which storyteller, text, audience, and context
of fer multidinmensional and interactive possibilities. The
literature of Deaf people forces us to think outside the box so
tidily constructed by the majority culture. The limtations
rai sed by domnant literary conventions are not nerely of
academ c interest, but raise fundanental issues about how text-
based comuni cation has altered social interaction. As Peters
notes, "W have adjusted so conpletely to reading and witing
that they now think differently, approach interpersonal
communi cation differently, and have a different outlook on life
than did people who used to rely on face-to-face comuni cation”
(p. 19). Peters also considers the inplications of technol ogy,
not abl y vi deot ape, which offers w der audi ences for Deaf
literature, yet at the sane tinme permanently inmmobilizes the work
and encourages isolated viewing and reviewing - ironically
becom ng nore |like text-based works.

An inherent difficulty with Peters' book is that it is
itself an English text-based work recapitulating the very
l[imtations Deaf literature rejects. Her descriptions of ASL
stories and poens cannot match the i nmediacy or vibrancy of the
wor ks t hensel ves. Al though she recogni zes the inportance of
vernacul ar Deaf literature, Peters primarily relies upon a
smal | er canon of nore established work by notabl e Deaf authors.
VWhat raises this book beyond the confines of interest to literary
scholars is its ongoing discourse regarding cultural and soci al
conventions. Peters' groundbreaking work offers fresh insights
that rem nd us how entrenched and caprici ous our Wstern
(hearing) values and distinctions really are.

Punch, Keith F. Introduction to Social Research
Quantitative & Qualitative Approaches. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage
Publ i cations, 1998, 319 pages, $78.00 hardcover, $25.95
sof t cover.

Revi ewed by Marcia J. Scherer, Ph.D., MPH, Author, Living in
the State of Stuck: How Assistive Technol ogy | npacts the Lives of



People with Disabilities (based on a m xed met hods desi gn).

For students in the social, human, and health sciences,
research nethods is typically one of their least favorite
courses. After all, their goal is to be helpful and to make a
difference, not to crunch nunbers. Fortunately, this text is
avai l able to nake the study of research nethods far nore
pal at abl e.

In addition to a down-to-earth witing style, good text
organi zation, and clear definitions of key concepts, this text
gi ves equal weight to quantitative and qualitative approaches to
research. And, in Disability Studies, qualitative research has
becone a very inportant nmeans of understandi ng the constructs and
concepts defining our field.

After introductory chapters on central issues in research,
research questions, and the nature of data, the heart of the book
is devoted to (a) quantitative research design, data collection
and its analysis and then (b) qualitative research design, data
collection, and its analysis. This bal anced presentation of
quantitative and qualitative approaches is further enhanced by a
chapter on the use of m xed nethods or a conbi nati on of
guantitative and qualitative approaches in a single study. The
| ast chapter, Chapter Twel ve, provides guidance on witing
research reports and papers.

A particularly well done section, appearing in the chapter
on quantitative data collection, concerns the use of tests and
measures. A comon question in research is whether to construct
an instrunment or to use an existing one. The author presents a
good description of the steps involved in constructing a nmeasure
and addresses the debate over new test construction versus
existing test utilization. "On bal ance,” says the author,
woul d need good reason for passing over an already existing
instrument, particularly if the variable is a central variable in
a research area" (p. 97). This is inportant since there has been
a tendency for sonme researchers to use a conbination of parts of
several neasures. To take parts and assenble theminto a "new'
whol e, aside fromthe ethical considerations involved in this
practice, brings the sanme problens as starting fromscratch: the
instrument will have to be pilot-tested and reliability and
validity data wll have to be obtai ned.

In summary, | highly recormmend this text for an introductory
course on research nethods in Disability Studies. It is bal anced,
readabl e, and will have reference value to students as they
progress in their research careers.

we

Wat er house, Stella. A Positive Approach to Autism London
Engl and: Jessica Kingsley Publishers (Distributed by Taylor &
Francis, Inc., 47 Runway Rd., Suite G Levittown, PA 19057-4700;
1- 800/ 821-8312), 2000, 382 pages, $24.95 softcover.

Revi ewed by Patrick MDonagh, Concordia University,
Montreal, Quebec, Canada.

In her foreword to this book, Donna WIIians, author of
Nobody Nowhere and a series of other books docunenting her life



with autismand her theories about the condition, wites that

Wat er house' s "somewhat ant hropol ogi cal approach” brings her "so
much closer to an autistic perspective than can be said for many
others"” (p. 9). Waterhouse's book is characterized by a

consi stent nodesty quite remarkable in the face of the trenendous
anmount of information she has synthesized for her readers.
WAt er house has worked in residential care and training for people
with autismand currently runs the Alternative Approaches to
Autism Consul tancy, a responsibility previously held by WIIians.
But, despite her know edge and experience, she never seens to be
absol utely convinced by her observations and this is one of her
main strengths. | do not intend this as a backhanded conpli nment,
but rather as a straight-ahead commendati on. WAterhouse is
constantly self-reflexive, sharing wth the reader her processes
of analysis and discovery and all of the attendant doubts. Her
approach is professional and authoritative w thout being

aut horitari an.

WAt er house takes a broad view of autism focusing not on
synpt ons t hensel ves, but on the functional systemof autism In
her | ayered readi ng, she never adopts a conpl acent notion of what
autismis although she does hypot hesi ze about its possible
sources (opioid peptides, perhaps?). But, while she never
endorses an absol ute foundation, she does identify a common
feature that predicates nmuch of what is |later perceived as
autistic behaviour: anxiety. Drawi ng on nunmerous first-person
accounts of autism such as those by Donna WIIlians, Jasm ne
O Neill, and Tenple G andin, she argues that nuch autistic
behaviour is an attenpt to cope with an overwhel m ng range of
stimuli which creates an unbearabl e anxiety. In Waterhouse's
per spective, then, such practices as hol di ng therapy, where an
autistic individual is held tightly despite her/his struggles, or
Lovaas therapy, with its intense focus on nodifying the
behavi ours of the person with autism are intrusive approaches
that often generate nore anxiety and, thus, further entrench a
def ensi ve response to the world. Facilitated conmmuni cation, on
the other hand, can help relieve anxiety and, thus, is a positive
strategy for dealing with autism

WAt er house centers her text around the role played by
anxi ety al though she does not restrict her interest to this
poi nt. Sonetimes, the nmedico-scientific term nology becones a bit
overwhel mng. There is a vast arny of obscure terns only a few of
whi ch are defined in her glossary. There is also, inevitably, a
fair bit of repetition as Waterhouse reinforces points made
earlier in her book, but these are not serious weaknesses.

Wat er house is also an engaging, likable witer with inportant
things to say to anyone who is involved with autism

Wates, M chel e, and Jade, Rowen, eds. Bigger than the Sky:
Di sabl ed Wnren on Parenting. London, England: The Wnen's Press
(Distributed by Trafal gar Square, North Ponfret, VT 05053), 1999,
208 pages, $17.95 softcover.

Revi ewed by Janet Wiite, Vernont Center for |Independent



Li vi ng.

Wates and Rowen's aimin this anthology is to exam ne the
i nks between disability and parenting. The nmedi cal nodel is
rejected as well as the labels that go wwth it. These | abels tend
to put us in categories that hide our uniqueness as well as our
commonality. Instead, in this anthology, they follow the soci al
nmodel which defines disability as a social construction. In these
witings, the editors have chosen pieces with a nore holistic
approach. They view wonen with disabilities in a w der context
liberating us fromthe damagi ng and i naccurate beliefs that we
are the problem Challenging what a parent is and does, they do
not accept that it is we, as wonen with disabilities, who are
responsible for the difficulties we face. Wonman after woman shows
intheir witing that the difficulties stemfroma soci al
environment, attitudes, and institutional nmechanisns that are not
desi gned to accommobdate our needs and differences.

| wanted to share pieces in this review fromso many of the
writings, but, with the limted space, decided to go with an
overview. These stories cone fromall over the world and from
many different viewpoints. These perspectives chal |l enge and
expose the nyths and stereotypes surrounding the issue of
parenting for wonen with disabilities. Over and over again, they
throw of f the wei ght of other people's assunptions and show wonen
with disabilities as they truly are. Wether it is with self-
confidence of a job well done or with all the fear and
insecurities they feel at taking on the responsibilities incurred
wi th parenting, these wonen tell their stories wth candor.

The editors wanted to encourage wonen with disabilities to
believe in thensel ves as parents and to show that those who do
not parent, whether by choice or by force of circunstances, are
equally relevant to this discussion. In this anthol ogy, tine
after time we see wonen facing the fear of being who they really
are in the face of society's prejudices. In the case of parenting
it mght nean having your child taken away.

There is an excellent piece by Alicia Contreras show ng the
frequency with which famlies do not even consider talking to
their daughters with disabilities about their sexuality because
they do not believe anyone woul d ever consider them as sexual
beings. Is it any wonder that disabled wonen have to fight for
the right to be pregnant?

A quote fromthe back cover of the book: "Whether it be a
birth nother, an adoptive parent, a friend or a woman who has
made a positive choice not to becone a parent, these disabled
wonen are asserting their right to explore the diversity of
experience. And in breaking free of society's restrictive
definitions and taboos, the witers in this collection
denonstrate that the possibilities are limtless."

Who shoul d buy this book? Everyone who has contenpl at ed
parenting with a disability or just wants to better understand
what it is |like for wonen who do. Famlies and friends should
read it, too. It should be in the offices of any nedi cal
personnel who work with di sabl ed peopl e, especially OB GYNs and



m dw ves. It should be in Disability Studies classes. It is
informative, heart warm ng, and, at tines, heart w enching.

Wl cox, Phyllis Perrin. Metaphor in American Sign Language.
Washi ngton, DC. Gal | audet University Press, 2000, 231 pages,
$55. 00 hardcover.

Revi ewed by Cl aire Ransey, University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Departnent of Special Education and Communi cation Di sorders.

W cox's book anal yzes metaphor in ASL, specifically the
phonol ogi cal and nor phol ogi cal structures found in signs that
refer to culturally patterned netaphorical statenents about the
m nd, thoughts, and ideas. Be warned that the book is thick
goi ng, very dense, and often difficult witing. As the chapters
unfol d, though, WIcox outlines a fresh way of exam ning ASL
si gns and neani ng, repaying the effort.

The di scussion of ASL tropes (netaphor, simle, and netonyny
- or using a part to represent a whole) is fascinating and nmakes
the cl earest account of the relationship between iconicity and
met aphor | have seen. Also, WIlcox enriches the ASL descriptions
with reference to English and the structures it shares with ASL,
those that ASL shares with other sign | anguages, and the neani ngs
that are not shared anong sign | anguages. For instance, English
makes use of the metaphor understanding as grasping, as in "Do
you get it?" In ASL the verb GET neans only the physical act of
receiving so it cannot take the abstract netaphorical neaning.
ASL, instead, uses the nore conplex structure "ideas in existence
are straight" one instance of which is the extended index finger
i n UNDERSTAND. Both Catal an and German Si gn Languages use the
graspi ng net aphor. Japanese and Cuban sign | anguages, |ike ASL,
use the straight metaphor.

Last, WIlcox offers an analysis of Ella Mae Lentz's ASL poem
The Dogs. It is at once linguistic and literary and provides a
wonder ful exanple of the interaction of |anguage with culture. If
you have ever been skeptical about Deaf Anmericans' identity as a
cultural group, you will find WIlcox's cross-cultural data
conpel ling and convincing. This book is not for the faint-
hearted. The theoretical underpinnings are conplex and the ASL
data, while clear, will be challenging for non-signers. WI cox
has added to our understandi ng of sign |anguages and of
interrel ati onshi ps anong | anguage, cultural life, and the life of
the m nd.

Wnzer, Margret A., and Mazurek, Kas. Special Education in
the 21st Century: Issues of Inclusion and Reform Washi ngton, DC
Gal | audet University Press, 2000, 272 pages, $65.00 hardcover.

Revi ewed by Beth Franks, Hobart and WIlliam Smth Coll eges,
Ceneva, NY.

| approached witing a review of Special Education in the
21st Century: Issues of Inclusion and Reformw th sone caution
because every chapter in it supports ny personal prejudices
regarding inclusion. | was gratified to read argunents in favor
of inclusion not only for children wwth severe disabilities, but



also for children with academ c gifts. | agreed with the author
who di scussed technol ogy both critically and optimstically. |
found nyself nodding in accord when | read that assessnment, as it
is currently practiced, has little practical value. In addition,
the book is witten by academ cs fromboth the United States and
Canada thus bringing an international perspective to the

di scussi on.

W nzer and Mazurek have put together a collection of pieces,
each dealing wth a different aspect of inclusion, pieces that
grapple with chall enges the novenent has generated. The book
consists of twelve chapters divided into three major sections,
each section introduced by a well-organized, brief description of
its contents. Section One explores the context of reformin
speci al education discussing the philosophical theories, judicial
background, and research bases undergirding the novenent. Section
Two exam nes technol ogy, assessnent, and teacher education, areas
t hat can support or detract frominclusion as it is practiced.
Section Three (by far the largest) deals with issues attached to
particul ar popul ations. These include the children who present
the nost conplex challenges to the inclusion novenent - children
who are gifted and tal ented, those who are enotionally and
behavi oral |y di sturbed, the Deaf and those with residual hearing,
the very young, those with the nost severe inpairnments, and those
whose difficulties are conpounded by | anguage and cul tural
di ff erences.

Most chapters begin with a brief and cogent review,
including a history of and background to the subject. On the
whol e, reviews are informative and not overly technical, but they
gi ve the reader a sound foundation for what follows. Many
chapters al so exam ne the assunptions behind the topic. For
i nstance, the chapter on assessnent takes a careful |ook at the
assunptions behind the categorical approach which the authors
describe as defensibly logical, but flawed in practice. Each
chapter provides insights to the conplexities. The chapter on
chil dren who are behaviorally disturbed expl ains how teachers and
students becone | ocked into a negative reinforcenent cycle. The
chapter on technol ogy categorizes educational software into two
types, one that assunes passivity in learners (drill and
practice) and the other that asks for creative interaction (word
processi ng, desk top publishing, spreadsheets). And the chapter
on nmulticultural education explains that the novenent is
contentious because it "brings a new vision of a pluralist rather
than an assim |l ated Anerica" (pp. 243-244).

Reviewi ng a collection of pieces on a topic can becone
problematic if the pieces have not been carefully sel ected and/or
edited. Readers shoul d expect consistent quality in organization,
dept h of discussion, relevance, use of research versus anecdotes,
and witing. It was in this area that | found nyself somewhat
nmore critical of Wnzer's and Mazurek's text. Initially, | was
confused about the audience for the book. The chapter on teacher
training, while fact filled, seened a call to arns for
adm ni strators and policy nmakers, yet there is little discussion



of the underlying assunptions (e.g., the need to recruit mnority
speci al education teachers). The first chapter on the inclusion
nmovenent is well-suited for graduate students, while the chapter
on education for those with behavioral disturbances is useful for
practicing teachers.

In addition, chapters are sonewhat uneven in their
presentation of history and background as opposed to an
exam nation of assunptions and practical issues. The chapter on
t he Deaf was predom nantly historical inits focus. | was
di sappointed that the authors did not grapple with the nore
extrenme positions taken in the debate. The chapter on inclusion
for students with severe disabilities relied heavily on deci sions
made by the courts, the legal basis for inclusion, and the use of
par aprof essionals, while the one on nulticultural education was
t heoretical. Perhaps, the above concern is a non-issue. The
book's variety certainly adds interest to its reading, and, of
course, each topic should be dealt with on its own.

The target audi ence nmay not be students who are already in a
teacher certification program but students at both undergraduate
and graduate levels who are interested in disentangling the
i ssues in which the inclusion novenent has becone snarl ed.

W nzer and Mazurek do an admrable job in presenting an
intelligent, well-organized, interesting overview and di scussi on
of inclusion. The book is easy to read, yet it does not sinplify
conpl ex issues or sacrifice the anusing use of netaphor for
brevity. Authors are not afraid to take strong stands, stands
based on | ogical argunents and a thorough review of enpirical
research. This is a valuable itemfor any |ibrary, whether
personal or professional, and it will serve as an excell ent
foundation for a |iberal arts exam nation of special education
i ssues at the graduate or undergraduate |evel.



