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Editor's Preface

This issue contains nine articles which are not part of a
synposi um They nake for interesting and varied readi ng.

In Disability and David Lynch's "Disabled" Body of Wrk Tom
O Connor shows how Lynch forcefully puts forth the position,
advocated by many people with disabilities, that "normal" is a
val ue | aden construct which inpairs people |abelled disabl ed.

O Connor al so says that Lynch denonstrates, in his filns, that
soci al acceptance is often false and that the socially inposed
stigma of disability can not be avoided. It is a very interesting
article.

In her article Organizational Culture and People with
Disabilities Mary G Maciel Klinger argues that successful change
in an organi zational culture which keeps out potential enployees
with disabilities can be achieved through an internship
experience. Famliarity and evidence that a person with a
disability can do the job will begin to produce change which
encourages a nore accepting environnent for people with
di sabilities.

Carol Marfisi presents an intensely personal discussion of
the system of personal assistance services and i ndependent
living. She notes the ways in which it has been corrupted into
functioning in ways not originally intended. She concl udes her
article, Personally Speaking: A Critical Reflection of Factors
VWhi ch Blur the Original Vision of Personal Assistance Services,
wth a plea to "seize the vision, seize the struggle, and seize
the joy of living."

| wona Kasi or-Szerszen, in her article New Policies Rel ated
to Vocational Rehabilitation of D sabled People in Poland, traces
t he changes in the vocational rehabilitation system and the
resul ting enpl oynent of people with disabilities in Poland since
the econom ¢ and soci al changes of a decade ago. Her | anguage
al so denonstrates the difficulties of discussing current public
policy based on a deficit nodel while not entirely in agreenent
with that nodel and while the policy is itself changing froma
deficit nodel

| n Exceedi ng Expectations: A Historical Analysis of Student
Power and Sel f-Determ nation David Brewer exam nes theories of
student power and self-determ nation as they evolved over the
| ast 100 years and how they are related to general and speci al
education practices. He shows that schools pronote the current
social, political, and econom c order of their comunity by



educating students and requiring teachers to conformto their
particular role. Attenpts to reform education to inprove the
lives of all students, regardl ess of background, has not resulted
in truly positive outcones for students w th di sadvant ages

i ncluding students with disabilities. Students, teachers,

adm ni strators, and policy nmakers nust use the principles of
self-determ nation to change that result, he wites.

In Potential Maxim zation: Toward a M cro- Soci ol ogi cal
Approach in Disability Studies Paul Gordon Jacobs uses the
t heori es of sociol ogi st Ant hony G ddens and psychol ogi st Abraham
Masl ow as wel|l as the ideas of political activists including Tom
Shakespeare, Mchael Aiver, Colin Barnes and Lerita Col eman to
present a new approach to disability studies and disability
rights. W nust study how people with stigma (such as persons
with disabilities) overcone their stigma and becane self-
actualized. And we nust dissem nate this know edge.

The article part of this issue concludes with Fromthe
Field. The first two are intensely personal. In her essay "Wuat's
a Leg Got to Do with It?" Donna R Walton wites about her
experience of being an anputee especially in terns of sexuality.
Harriet McBryde Johnson, in her essay "Wrth Living," starts by
witing "Permt nme to introduce nyself. | am your worst
ni ght mare." She continues expl ai ning that although she is
di sabl ed and nost people think that she nust have a very | ow
quality of life, the opposite is true. But read her essay to know
the real inpact of her words.

The final article in this issue is a brief history of the
origins of SSDI, a program of utnost interest to people who are
severely disabled. It is witten by the editor. Followng this
article is the book review section ably edited, as al ways, by
El ai ne Makas.

And then there is this bit of confession. On the Wb this
quarterly has had the wong title. It has, for sone tine, been
titled Disabilities Studies Quarterly instead of the correct
title of Disability Studies Quarterly. How enbarrassing! But it
must be accepted as proof that gremins live in cyberspace.



