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ODE TO (AND FROM) A SOLDI ER OF JUSTI CE
(Justin Dart: 1930-2002)

| cornered
Justinin a
Dal | as

bat hr oom

in the m d-1980s
rel ayi ng

tal es of
injustice in

Okl ahoma' s
"systent of
rehabilitation;
Justin responded
chal | enged

and changed t he
i njustice.

We met again

not so many
years down the
line, fighting for
justice for all.
Through the years
we'd say a quick
hell o; nore often
|'d receive a

t hank-you or
Chri st mas

card, or other

t oken of

appreci ation.
When Justin
passed to

a new world

a few

weeks ago

he left a
calling card, a
passi onat e
poetic

st at ement

of justice:

Dearly Bel oved:

Li sten
to the



heart of this

ol d sol dier:

the tinme cones

when body and m nd are
battered and weary.

| do not go quietly
into the night.

| do not give up
struggling to be a
responsi bl e
contributor to the
sacred

conti nuum of

human |ife.

| do not give up
struggling to
overconme ny weakness
conformny life

and that part

of my life
cal | ed

death to the
gr eat

val ues of the
human dr eam

Death is not a
tragedy. It is not an
evil from which

we nust escape.
Death is as

natural as birth.

Li ke childbirth
death is often a
time of fear and
pai n, of profound
beauty

cel ebration

mystery and nmaj esty;
life pushing

hori zons toward
oneness with the
truth of nother universe.
The days of dying
carry speci al
responsibility. To
conmuni cat e val ues
in a uniquely

power ful way,

t he person who dies
denmonstrating for
civil rights.

Let my final actions



t hunder of

| ove
solidarity
pr ot est
enpower ment .

| adamantly protest the
richest culture in the

hi story of the

world, a culture

capabl e of

creating a

gol den age of

sci ence and denocracy
dedi cated to

maxi m zing the quality of
life of every person
squandering the majority of its
human and

physi cal capital on
nodern versions of
primtive synbols of
power and prestige.

| adamantly

protest the

richest culture in the

hi story of the world
incarcerating mllions

with and w t hout
disabilities in barbaric
institutions, backroonms and
wor se, w ndow ess cells of
oppr essi ve perceptions,for the
| ack of the

nost el ementary

enpower nent supports.

| call for
solidarity

anong all who

| ove justice

love life

to create a
revol uti on

to enmpower

every single human
being to govern his or her
life, to govern
soci ety

to be fully
productive of life
quality for

self and for



al |

| do so | ove al

patriots of

every nation

who fought and

sacrificed to

bring us to the

threshold of this beautiful
human dream | do so

| ove Anerica the

beauti ful and our

wld, creative,

beauti ful people.

| do so

| ove you

my beauti ful

col | eagues in the
disability and civil rights novenent.

My relationship with
Yoshi ko Dart includes
transcends

| ove.

She is ny

w fe

part ner

ment or

| eader

inspiration to
bel i eve the human
dream can |ive.

She is the

greatest human

being | ever known.
Yoshi ko

bel oved col | eagues

| am the | uckiest
man in the world

to have been associated with you.
Thanks to you

| die free.
Thanks to you
| die in the

j oy of struggle.

Thanks to you

| die in the beautiful
belief that the
revol uti on of enpower nent
will go on.

| love you so nuch.
I"'mw th you al ways.

Lead on!

Lead on!



Thanks

Justin for

your

wor ds

| eader ship

| ove.

Whil e we
struggl e toward
justice with

| ove

we'll recal
Justin

who conbi ned
justice

with | ove
for all.

Steven E. Brown

July 22, 2002

Thanks to Yoshi ko Dart for perm ssion to use - poetically -
Justin's final Mnifesto.



